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Carver Center film teacher earns 2021 Baker Artist 
Award 

Khalid Ali one of only 36 recipients of prestigious regional honor 

 
Towson, MD – Khalid Ali, film teacher at George Washington Carver Center for Arts and Technology – 

and a Carver Center graduate, is one of only 36 regional artists to be granted a prestigious $2,500 Baker 

Artist Award for 2021.  

 

The Baker Artist Award recipients were selected from among the 600 artists who created an online 

Baker Artist Portfolio by the contest deadline. The portfolios and associated awards were established by 

the William G. Baker, Jr. Memorial Fund and are a program of the Greater Baltimore Cultural Alliance. In 

previous years, the $90,000 prize pool was divided among only six artists. The awards program was 

altered for 2021 in response to the COVID-19 global pandemic.  

 

Ali’s most recent film, “Squeegee,” will be featured in the upcoming ninth annual Bethesda Film Fest. In 

2020, the film won the Best Documentary Short award at the Indianapolis Black Documentary Film 

Festival and was an official selection in the Chesapeake Film Festival, Ethnografilm Paris, Maryland Film 

Festival, Rhode Island Black Film Festival, Trenton Film Festival, and Vox Popular Media Arts Festival.  

 

 “Squeegee” explores the lives of the young men known for washing windshields of cars stopped at 

intersections around Baltimore. Originally trained as a commercial filmmaker in Los Angeles, 

Ali developed an interest in documentary film when he began traveling to China with his older brother. 

Intrigued by the ability of his camera to bridge cultural differences, his experiences there evolved into a 
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series of documentaries about Chinese urban culture, particularly on the margins of society. Since 

returning home, Ali has applied the same approach to filmmaking in his native Baltimore. Whether in 

China or the U.S., his films follow people toiling in humble jobs but who aspire to greatness. Together, 

their stories show how work can define or defy one’s identity. Ali has been teaching digital film at Carver 

Center since 2010. He received his Master of Fine Arts degree from Towson University in 2020. 

 

(Editor’s note: A photo of Ali accompanies this release.) 
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Baltimore County Public Schools, the nation’s 25th largest school system, is focused on raising the bar and closing 
gaps to prepare our students for the future. Thanks to innovative and talented leaders, teachers, staff, and 
students, BCPS celebrates many honors. 
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